CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
September 7, 2011

TO: City Council

FROM: Mayor Rob Schroder

PREPARED BY: Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk
SUBJECT: Adopt Stresa, Italy as a Sister City
DATE: August 29, 2011

RECOMMENDATION:

Consider a new “Sister City” relationship between the City of Martinez and the town of Stresa,
Italy.

BACKGROUND:

A Sister City relationship is a broad-based, officially approved, long-term partnership between
two communities. Sister City programs are unique in that they inherently involve the three main
sectors in a community: local government, businesses, and wide variety of citizen volunteers.

Sister Cities find each other in many different ways. Sometimes it is a simple process, where
two mayors meet and become friends, then involve the rest of their community. The Honorable
Mayor of Stresa, Sindaco Canio Di Milla, and the Mayor of Martinez, Rob Schroeder, met last
summer in Stresa when he performed a civil marriage ceremony for the Mayor and his wife.

It was the Mayor’s first visit to Stresa, but the Mayor’s wife and her extended family and friends
have been vacationing there for many years. Both mayors immediately formed a most cordial
relationship, and discovered that both cities, Stresa and Martinez, had so much in common, we
decided to pursue our interest in becoming Sister Cities.

Martinez and Stresa both retain a strong sense of history and family and both are situated on
bodies of water, Martinez on the Carquinez Strait and Stresa on Lake Maggiore. Indeed, some of
the Italian fishermen who immigrated to the United States from the Piedmont region were among
the first families of Martinez, and their ancestors reside in Martinez to this day.

Martinez is already a member of Sister Cities International, so there would be no costs associated
with forming this partnership.

ACTION:

Motion to enter into a sister city relationship with Martinez, California and Stresa, Italy.
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Stresa, Italy - Tourist Information and Hotels
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STRESA, ITALY
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Luxury villas and opulent Art Nouveau hotels fine the elegant lakeside, which is ideal for a
tranquil stroll Sinee the fate 19th century Stresa has been renowned for its sophisticated
atmosphere and genteel visitors, and todey still enjovs an mmpressive roster of cultural,
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rerritory and by 1652 the entire distriet was reunited under their rule. Throughout the 16th
and 17th centuries, the Borromeos commissioned palaces to be built on the islands of Bella
and Madre. Stresa passed inte Ausisian hands i 1716, betore coming under the rule of the
Honse of Sivon in 1748, The town began to achieve its renown as a tourist destination at the
heginning of the 1oth century, when glamorous villas such as the Viils Fallavieino and Villa
Vignolo were buill, In 1906 the opening of the Simplon Tunnel heralded the start of
widespread international travel, Trains on the Londen-Paris-Milan Line began to call at Stresa
gration. and travellers and writers from all over Europe came Lo sing the praises of Stresa and
Ladie Maggiore, spreading their fame far and wide and enticing an ever larger number of
people to visit, Every vear, Stresa now welcomes hundreds of thousands of tourists from
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