
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 September 7, 2011 
 
TO:   City Council 
 
FROM:  Mayor Rob Schroder 
 
PREPARED BY: Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk  
 
SUBJECT:  Adopt Stresa, Italy as a Sister City  
 
DATE:  August 29, 2011 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Consider a new “Sister City” relationship between the City of Martinez and the town of Stresa, 
Italy. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
A Sister City relationship is a broad-based, officially approved, long-term partnership between 
two communities.  Sister City programs are unique in that they inherently involve the three main 
sectors in a community: local government, businesses, and wide variety of citizen volunteers.   
 
Sister Cities find each other in many different ways.  Sometimes it is a simple process, where 
two mayors meet and become friends, then involve the rest of their community. The Honorable 
Mayor of Stresa, Sindaco Canio Di Milla, and the Mayor of Martinez, Rob Schroeder, met last 
summer in Stresa when he performed a civil marriage ceremony for the Mayor and his wife.  
 
It was the Mayor’s first visit to Stresa, but the Mayor’s wife and her extended family and friends 
have been vacationing there for many years.  Both mayors immediately formed a most cordial 
relationship, and discovered that both cities, Stresa and Martinez, had so much in common, we 
decided to pursue our interest in becoming Sister Cities.   
 
Martinez and Stresa both retain a strong sense of history and family and both are situated on 
bodies of water, Martinez on the Carquinez Strait and Stresa on Lake Maggiore.  Indeed, some of 
the Italian fishermen who immigrated to the United States from the Piedmont region were among 
the first families of Martinez, and their ancestors reside in Martinez to this day.  
 
Martinez is already a member of Sister Cities International, so there would be no costs associated 
with forming this partnership.  
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion to enter into a sister city relationship with Martinez, California and Stresa, Italy. 

 

mcabral
Typewritten Text
18








