
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 February 1, 2012 
 
 
TO: 

 
Mayor and City Council 
 

FROM:  
 
PREPARED BY:   
 

Councilmember Lara DeLaney 
 
Mercy Cabral, Deputy City Clerk 

SUBJECT: 
 
DATE: 

Regulations on Striped Bass 

January 20, 2012 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Councilmember DeLaney requests that the Council consider submitting a letter to the Department 
of Fish and Game Commission opposing proposed changes to the regulations on Striped Bass. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Department of Fish and Game Commission is considering changing the regulations on 
Striped Bass to the point they will be eradicated within a couple of years. This will have a huge 
impact on the Martinez Marina and Bait Store as well as the other marinas and fishing businesses 
from the San Francisco Bay all the way east through the Delta.  
 
Some of the changes the Commission will be considering are: reduce the size from 18 to 12 
inches for a legal catch and increase the daily bag limit from 2 to six a day. 
  
Attached is an article from Western Outdoor News on the Striped Bass. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
City could be looking at an unknown amount of lost sales revenue. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion to submit a letter to the Department of Fish and Game Commission opposing proposed 
changes to the regulations on Striped Bass. 
 
Attachments:  
Letter 
Western Outdoor News Article 
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February 1, 2012 
 
 
 
Jim Kellogg, President 
California Fish & Game Commission 
P.O. Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

 
Re:  Proposed Changes to the Striped Bass Regulation by the Department of 
Fish and Game 

 
Dear Mr. Kellogg: 
 
As Mayor and on behalf of the City Council of the City of Martinez, I write to express our 
opposition to the proposed Striped Bass regulations that the Commission will be 
considering at the meeting in February.  The regulations would authorize additional 
harvest of Striped Bass and could lead to their eradication and the subsequent negative 
impact on our economy. The Department of Fish and Game should instead convene an 
expert panel to review this issue before proceeding with relaxing the Striped Bass fishing 
limits. 
 
Striped Bass is one of the non-native fish that is considered by some to be a contributor 
via predation to the decline of Smelt.  Striped Bass were introduced in California from the 
East Coast, where they are found from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to Alabama. The initial 
introduction took place in 1879, when 132 small Bass were brought successfully to 
California by rail and released near Martinez. There was much concern by the Fish and 
Game Commission that such a small number of bass might fail to establish the species, 
so a second introduction of about 300 Stripers was made in lower Suisun Bay in 1882. 
 
The State is now considering action to increase fishing limits for Striped Bass to reduce 
the number of these so-called “introduced predators.” However, others argue that Smelt 
and Striped Bass used to peacefully coexist so the Bass cannot be the real problem.  
 
Moyle and Bennett (in their 2008 PPIC report1) state that “Striped bass and American 
shad are regarded as desirable despite being non-native species, because they are 
estuarine-dependent, have been naturalized in the system for well-over a century, and 
have long supported important sport fisheries. In contrast, Largemouth Bass are not 
regarded as desirable even though they have recently become a major sport fish in the 
Delta. Largemouth Bass are not native, are not estuarine-dependent; they are actually 
increasing in abundance in habitats that once favored the endangered species.”  
 
                                                 
1 http://watershed.ucdavis.edu/pdf/ComparingFutures_PPIC2008/708EHR_appendixD.pdf 
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These respected biologists suggest that we can now consider Striped Bass as 
"naturalized citizens" that eat other predatory fish and generally have become part of the 
Delta ecosystem.  Eradicating or greatly reducing Striped Bass could have unintended 
consequences--the cure may be worse than the disease.  Striped Bass should not be 
greatly reduced or eliminated without a scientific study to determine the impacts. This 
has not been done yet. 
 
In summary, the Striped Bass is a beneficial species and has co-existed with all the other 
fish in the Delta.  Since the advent of excessive water exports, all of our fish species 
have been in decline. Fishing and related businesses throughout all of Contra Costa 
County's shoreline are at economic risk if the proposed changes are approved by the 
Fish & Game Commission, not to mention the negative economic impact to the City, 
County, and the State if Striped Bass are eradicated.   
 
We urge you to consider these comments when you act on the proposed regulations in 
February. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder 
Mayor 
 

 






