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Regular Meeting  
September 5, 2012  

Martinez, CA  
 
CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL  
 
Vice Mayor Ross called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  
 
PRESENT: Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, Michael Menesini, Councilmember, and Mark 

Ross, Vice Mayor. 
EXCUSED: Lara Delaney, Councilmember, and Rob Schroder, Mayor. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
PRESENTATION(S)  
 
A. Proclaiming September 22-28, 2012 as "Fall Prevention Awareness Week".
 
Eliza Gryko, Fall Prevention Coalition Member, was presented the Proclamation. Ms. Gryko 
encouraged the public to support the "Walk for Fall Prevention" on September 22 in Pleasant Hill.  
For further information, the website is www.mowsos.org and the phone number is  
(925) 937-8311 X 102. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT(COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK)  
Reserved only for those requesting to speak on items not listed on the Agenda.  

Dorothy Buffington, Mary Perez, Barbara Kapsalis, and Cindy Collins Ericson stated that they 
were four of the many people who worked on the Alhambra High School Decades Reunion.  Ms. 
Buffington expressed their appreciation to the Council and staff, especially Chief Peterson, 
Barbara Patchin and Robin Agostino for being very supportive and helpful. The event went very 
well, and they reviewed some of the activities that were held and indicated that a CD would soon 
be available. The Council expressed appreciation for their hard work and success. City Manager 
Philip Vince also expressed appreciation for the memorials that had been set up. 
 
Doug Dattawalker spoke about Generation Green’s Contra Costa County Climate Leaders, which 
focuses on sharing best practices and providing free resources to help Contra Costa County cities 
adopt policies to reduce Green Houses Gas emissions. Mr. Dattawalker provided copies of their 
newsletter, and he congratulated the City of Martinez for its efforts to insure sustainable practices, 
particularly the City’s Climate Action Plan, which is a leading example in the County. He referred 
the public to their website, www.cccclimateleaders.org, where an interactive map displays the 
measures area cities are taking to manage climate change, and requested that City staff update the 
website with their information. He introduced his colleague Chris Sallstrom.  
 
Chris Salllstrom, Contra Costa County Climate Leaders, provided information on the Plastic Bag 
Ban Ordinance, adopted by several cities, which would ban single use plastic bags from 
supermarkets; he strongly suggested the City adopt such an ordinance.  This ordinance would be 
beneficial in that it will reduce unnecessary waste to landfills and would ensure the health and 
safety of wildlife. He encouraged everyone to review the website at: www.cccclimateleaders.org.   
The Council thanked them for their work. 
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Mike Alford commented on a newspaper article about him in the Contra Costa Times by Lisa 
Vorderbrueggen, stating it was untrue. He urged the public to make sure what they read is true and 
to get all the facts.   
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
MOTION WAIVING READING OF TEXT OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES.  
 
1. Motion approving City Council Minutes of July 11 and 25, 2012. [M.Cabral]
 
2. Motion rejecting Claim(s) against the City by Health Care Recoveries (insured member 

Glenn Pratt for Kaiser California Health Plan (#12-04); Sharon Greeley, Application for 
Leave to Present a Late Claim, #11-32. [M.Cabral]  
 

3. Motion approving Check Reconciliation Registers dated 08/17/12 and 08/23/12. 
[C.Spinella/2.1.1]  

 
5. Motion directing Mayor to sign a letter of opposition to AB 2451, which would expand 

public safety death benefits and thereby result in increased local government costs and direct 
staff to fax letter to legislative recipients. [S.Chapek/41.01.00]  

 
7. Resolution No. 102-12 approving destruction of records pertaining to the City Clerk, 

Finance, and Community Development Departments. [M.Cabral/40.10.01] 
  

8. Resolution No. 103-12 extending the agreement between Lasting Impressions and the City 
for use of the Morello Childcare facility until the end of the 2012/13 school year. 
[A.Shear/6.10.05]  

 
Councilmember Menesini requested that Item #4, and Vice Mayor Ross requested that Item #6, be 
removed from the Consent Calendar.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
to approve Items #1 through #3, #5, #7 and #8 of the Consent Calendar. Motion unanimously 
passed 3 - 0.  
 
4. Motion certifying the election results of August 28, 2012, for the City of Martinez, Measure 

T, Special Election for the North Pacheco Annexation. [M.Cabral/40.20.10]  

 
Vice Mayor Ross opened the Item for public comment. 
 
Mike Alford encouraged the Council to take this vote as the final decision on the topic, so that the 
people would have the last say. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Vice Mayor Ross closed public comment on the Item.  
 
Councilmember Menesini stated that the vote had come in 40-39, but one of the votes had not been 
signed and was therefore invalid. He stated that an exact tie was not a very decisive vote. City 
Manager Vince stated it would be helpful to get an opinion from LAFCO and other experts. 
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The Council expressed consensus to continue this item to the meeting of September 19th to seek 
legal opinion.  
 
6. Resolution No. 101-12 accepting bids and awarding the construction contract for the 2012 

Martinez Marina Maintenance Dredging Project to California Dredging Company. 
[T.Tucker/14.05.05]  

 
City Engineer Tim Tucker presented the staff report stating that three bids had been received, and 
California Dredging Company was the lowest bid as well as the company who had done the 
dredging previously. Vice Mayor Ross expressed concern about the company’s possible 
inexperience and change orders. Mr. Tucker noted that staff had had good experiences with this 
company; and he advised that the dredging will occur in late November. 
 
Councilmember Menesini thanked Shell for their contribution to the dredging. 
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
to approve Resolution No. 101-12 accepting bids and awarding the construction contract for the 
2012 Martinez Marina Maintenance Dredging Project to California Dredging Company. Motion 
unanimously passed 3 - 0.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S)  
 
9. Public Hearing to consider a Resolution No. 104-12 approving the Preliminary and Non-

binding determination to dispose of Surplus Property near the intersection of Serrano Street 
and Glendora Drive by Negotiated Sale. [T.Tucker/5.10.02]  

 
City Engineer Tim Tucker presented the staff report. He clarified that the property, like other 
surplus properties, would not be sold for development purposes, and explained that the sales 
agreement restricts how the property is used. Councilmember Menesini noted that the City had 
sold properties like this before, and would be taking steps to ensure it was done correctly.  
 
Vice Mayor Ross opened the Item for public comment. 
 
Gary Lea, neighbor, thanked the Council for addressing the question of development. He asked for 
clarification on how the development would be restricted. Councilmember Menesini stated there 
were different options to ensure that, unless the City affirmatively took action to change the 
restriction, it could not be changed by the landowner, and would stay with the land even when it 
changed hands. 
 
Mr. Bunker, interested buyer, stated that the land would be used as a play yard for his children. He 
further stated that he would review his plans with his neighbors before moving forward. 
 
Seeing no further speakers, Vice Mayor Ross closed public comment on the Item.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
to approve Resolution No. 104-12 approving the Preliminary and Non-binding determination to 
dispose of Surplus Property near the intersection of Serrano Street and Glendora Drive by 
Negotiated Sale. Motion unanimously passed 3 - 0.  
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CITY MANAGER  
 
10. Authorizing staff to terminate the Parking Meter Trial Upgrade Project and return the credit 

card meter devices to IPS Inc. [T.Tucker/8.4.0]  
 
City Engineer Tim Tucker presented the staff report. He reviewed the process of the trial test and 
described the results. The meters are customer-friendly and provide good information, but 
customers are less likely to use credit cards because the parking rates are so low. Mr. Tucker 
recommended not moving forward with IPS and replace the original meters, because the fees are 
too high for it to be profitable. Vice Mayor Ross asked if the business community had given any 
feedback, and Mr. Tucker stated he had not received any, and it seemed there had not been an 
increase in usage. Vice Mayor Ross expressed disappointment because the credit card readers are 
so convenient.  
 
The Council expressed consensus to continue the Item to the meeting of September 19th, so that 
the full Council could give input. Staff was directed to speak to IPS, Inc. to negotiate a better price.  
 
11. City Manager Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s).
 
City Manager Philip Vince stated that he, Chief Peterson, and Assistant City Manager Alan Shear 
are working on the new Pension Reform, trying to understand how it will function and interface 
with the existing MOUs and new employees. He indicated they will be following this issue 
closely. Chief Peterson added there is a lot of information on the subject, however, it is 
contradictory and staff will wait and see what happens before bringing back an analysis.  
 
CHIEF OF POLICE  
 
12. Chief of Police Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s). 
 
Chief of Police Gary Peterson stated that he and the City Manager attended a meeting with Main 
Street Martinez, at which it was disclosed that some of the merchants were receiving ongoing 
complaints from residents and visitors regarding increased frequency and severity of unwelcomed 
and aggressive solicitation of money. He indicated that he will be attending a subcommittee 
meeting, and in the interim Corporal Estanol will be working with the businesses to try to identify 
some of the individuals to see if they have been offered services by the homeless outreach. Staff 
will work with the merchants, residents, and the public to craft a solution. Chief Peterson will keep 
the Council informed as things progress. Councilmember Menesini stated he had also heard 
complaints. He noted that although he was sympathetic to people who were less fortunate, this was 
not a problem with homelessness, but a problem that could lead to other serious crimes. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross opened the Item for public comment. 
 
Mike Alford agreed the panhandling and graffiti were getting out of control, and the problem 
needed to be addressed. Chief Peterson encouraged residents to call the police if they experienced 
aggressive panhandling.  
 
Seeing no further speakers, Vice Mayor Ross closed public comment on the Item. 
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Chief Peterson announced that on September 6, 2012, the fourth anniversary of the line of duty 
death of Sergeant Paul Starzyk at 6:30 a.m., the department will be having a flag-raising ceremony 
in front of the Police Department. On September 8th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., our Community 
Response Team (CERT) will be having a disaster preparedness fair in the Safeway parking lot at 
Alhambra and G Streets. On September 11th at 8:30 a.m., there will be a 9/11 Memorial at the 
Intermodal Facility. The public is encouraged to attend.  
 
Chief Peterson further reported that as part of the neighborhood initiative, Officer Shawn Moore, 
Neighborhood Policing Area 3, has organized a "Sit and Sip with the Chief" at Connie’s Cafe on 
September 10th at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Vice Mayor Ross requested more information on the loss of Officer Youngstrom. Chief Peterson 
sadly reported that at 6:05 p.m. today, CHP Officer Kenyon Youngstrom, passed away; he was a 
resident of Cordelia, married with four children, who worked out of the Martinez field office off 
Blum Road. Chief Peterson requested that the meeting adjourn in his honor.  
 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES  
 
CITY COUNCIL 
  
13. Approve and authorize signature on the response to the Grand Jury: [A.Shear/6.01.09]
 

A. Grand Jury Report No. 1209: "City Retirement Plans, An Unsustainable Benefit."
 

B. Grand Jury Report No. 1213: "Financial Transparency with Meaning."
 
Councilmember Kennedy indicated she did not think the City should follow the State’s lead on 
pension reform. City Manager Philip Vince stated they had used Antioch’s responses as reference. 
Councilmember Kennedy also stated that the comments had not taken into consideration the 
contract that went into effect on July 1st. Vice Mayor Ross suggested some changes to the wording 
of the response, specifically about OPEB funding and unrestricted reserve levels policy.  
 
On motion by Michael Menesini, Councilmember, seconded by Janet Kennedy, Councilmember, 
to approve and authorize signature on the response to the Grand Jury for Report No. 1209 and 
Report No. 1213 as amended. Motion unanimously passed 3 - 0.  
 
14. Council Subcommittee Reports.
 
15. City Council Comments. 
 
Councilmember Janet Kennedy commented that it breaks her heart that another officer has died in 
the line of duty. Councilmember Kennedy announced that Bank of America will be holding a special 
homeowner assistance event in Oakland, September 17-19, to help customers in need of assistance 
from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Oakland Marriott City Center, 1001 Broadway. For further 
information, residents can visit their website at www.bankofamerica.com/homeownersevent or  
call 855.201.7426.  
 
Councilmember Michael Menesini requested that the Homeowner Event information be placed on 
the City’s Website. 
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Vice Mayor Mark Ross reiterated the information for Sgt. Starzyk’s memorial on September 6th 
and the 9/11 Memorial Service on September 11th. Vice Mayor Ross expressed his condolences to 
the family of Officer Youngstrom.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Adjourned at 8:35 p.m. in memory and in honor of California Highway Patrol Officer Kenyon 
Youngstrom then to a Regular City Council Meeting on September 19, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California. 
 
Approved by the City Council, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder, Mayor  
 
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk - 10/3/12  
 


