CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
February 20, 2013

TO: Mayor and City Council

FROM: Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk

SUBJECT: Downtown Neighborhood Meeting Issues and Concerns
DATE: February 15, 2013

A recent survey mailed out to approximately 6000 Martinez residents in the Downtown
Neighborhood District had 36 Questionnaires returned. Two questionnaires were not added to
the log because of missed deadlines. Staff has answered all the issues and concerns that were
received from residents, in a timely manner, and have included it in the attached neighborhood
matrix. Council and staff will be available on February 20™ to address any additional concerns.

The neighborhood meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. at the Senior Center, 818 Green Street.
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Downtown Neighborhood Meetings 2013

Items that were reported as a concern:

ITEM CONCERN ACTIONS TAKEN DEPARTMENT
The City became the first in Contra Costa County to adopt a comprehensive Secondhand
Smoke Ordinance in May 2009. Through this law, the City already prohibits smoking in
1 a number of common or public areas, including (among others) parks, plazas, City Mgr/Admin
indoor/outdoor dining areas, and within 20 feet of any location where smoking is
prohibited (such as a storefront). The City has no plans to make the entire downtown
Would like downtown Martinez to be a NO smoking zone. area a smoke free zone, but is open to exploring the possibility in the future.
5 Will take request to Traffic Safety Committee. Stop signs must meet certain warrants Engineering
Wants a stop sign installed at Ward and Las Juntas near Wells Fargo. |before they can be installed.
3 Staff is proposing the inclusion of the bike lane as part of the draft Circulation Element Planning
Bike lane on Shell Ave/D Street put into General Plan Update. of the General Plan Update.
We recently undergrounded power lines on Marina Vista. Money is only available to
4 underground power lines on major streets and scenic highways. Other priority areas Engineering
Undergrounding power lines. include Alhambra south of Hwy 4 and Ward Street.
5 Repair sidewalks on Pine Street. We have sent out sidewalk notices to the property owners. Public Works
6 . . . - . - . Planning
Would like a new bus line to travel on Pine St and Shell/D Street. Staff will investigate possibility with CCCTA.
7 Speeders on Arch Street address issue. Extra patrol for speeders/assigned to NPA officer. PD
There is a privately maintained ditch which is the responsibility of the uphill neighbor in
8 many cases. Unfortunately the downhill neighbors are impacted if the maintenance is Public Works/Corp
neglected. It will take cooperation between neighbors to do an annual "ditch cleaning" yard
Drainage Issue from Harbor View to Property on Andrews Drive. work day.
Signals must meet certain warrants before they are installed. They also cost about
9 Resident would like Signal lights on Pacheco going into downtown and |$400,000 per intersection. City staff will evaluate the need for signals in the upcoming Engineering
on Alhambra and Berrellesa going into downtown. bi-annual Capital Improvement Budget.
10 Upset that we enlarged corners at Marina Vista and Ferry St. Messing |It was done to make the downtown more pedestrian friendly. Lane widths are the same Engineering

with the flow of traffic for boaters and truckers.

as before the construction. Turning radius meet minimum standards for trucks.

Cmgr/Admin = Administrative Services, Alan Shear 372-3577 Eng = Engineering, Tim Tucker 372-3562
PD = Police Dept., Gary Peterson 372-3445 PW = Public Works, Don Salts 372-3528 PL = Planning, Dina Tasini 372-3534
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ITEM CONCERN ACTIONS TAKEN DEPARTMENT
1" Wants trash receptacle down at Marina Park for dog walkers to use to |looking into the feasibility of adding more cans and contacting E.B.R. P. to add some on | Public Works/Corp
pick up after their animals. their trails if needed. Yard

1 Young people hanging out at Susana Park, 1111 Ferry St after dark and PD
smoking pot also hanging out and causing trouble. Extra patrol for speeders/assigned to NPA officer.
13 Public Works/Corp
Maintenance at the Park on Arlington Way. Weeds have been sprayed, trimming of trees scheduled. yard
14 The Berrellesa crossing does not qualify for quieting the horns. Embarcadero Street and Engineering
Update on the Quiet Zone. other driveways are too close. There are similar hurdles at Ferry Street.
a pedestrian/bicycle path to the Pill Hill area of Martinez (Hillside In the short term staff can look at improving its condition as a fair weather trail. Will add ) .
15 . . . . . . . . . . Engineering
Drive, Panoramic Dr. and Thomas Drive) and other sidewalk and street [the unimproved section of Panoramic as a Class | Bike Trail and pedestrian path to the
improvements, i.e. drainage. Circulation or Recreation Element with our current General Plan update.
16 Lower speed limits 25 mph, too high for narrow streets for Arreba, The California prima facie speed limit for residential streets is 25 mph and 15 mph at Engineering
Richardson, Ward. intersections without stop signs. City's cannot lower this speed arbitrarily.
17 Loud trucks (delivery) at the County Hospital before 7 am and through Public Works/Code
. . . . Enforcement
out the day and night. Staff will contact the Hospital and discuss.
18 (1 of 3) Parked vehicles parked on both side of the streets, even large Police
commercial trucks, 1000 block of Arlington, creates safety issues. Police Assistants will conduct extra patrol for violators.
19 (2 of 3)Recent acts of theft and vandalism and people under influence Police
of drugs in the Arlington neighborhood. Extra patrol all officers/assigned to NPA officer.
20 Public Works/Code
. . . . o . . . . Enforcement
(3 of 3) Businesses operating from homes (Arlington neighborhood).  |Specific address not given, city does allow for home use occupation business.
”n Public Works/Corp
Tree covers street light on Castro. Will send tree trimming notice to private property owner Yard
99 Street light on Willow (between Pacheco and Haven) needs to be Public Works/Corp
replaced or repaired. We have notified P.G.&E. of needed repairs. yard

Cmgr/Admin = Administrative Services, Alan Shear 372-3577

PD = Police Dept., Gary Peterson 372-3445

Eng = Engineering, Tim Tucker 372-3562
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ITEM CONCERN ACTIONS TAKEN DEPARTMENT
Landlord does not want to replace items after kitchen flooded. )
. . . S . - Public Works/Code
24 Contractor stated that the floor, carpet and cabinet should be The City of Martinez Building inspection Division can be reached at 925 372 3550, an
. - . . . . Enforcement
replaced. Afraid of mold building up. inspection can be arranged to determine compliance.
25 (1 of 3) Shell Refinery is a terrible sight, is there a way to build a The refinery is too massive to hide with reasonable sized walls. Shell security practices Engineering
freeway type of wall and leave room for trees to help hide the area. limits the planting of trees.
26 (2 of 3) Loud motorcycles and people driving with music blasting; can Police
this be prohibited. NPA officer to monitor activity, especially in summer months.
#3 Section: 8.36.030 M.M.C. — Requires the maintenance of private property and
27 Section: 22.36.080 (h) (ii) — prohibits the parking of vehicles on the front yard (lawn Public Works/Code
area). Courtesy Warning Notices have been sent to the Property Owners and residents Enforcement
(3 of 3) Rental properties really run down and cars parked on front at 1202 and 1212 Pine Street to remove any vehicles from the front yards. Failure to
yard. Would like owners to be required to maintain front yards. comply can result in an Administrative Citation.
Resident would like a No Parking sign in front of home on Alhambra . .
28 . . Engineering
Avenue, when someone parks in front of home blocks part of driveway
making it difficult to go in/out of driveway. Issue will be reviewed by the Traffic Safety Committee.
29 Large RV's and Trucks parking on small residential streets by people Police
who do not live in the area but use streets for parking places. Police Assistants will conduct extra patrol for violators.
Resident lives at Bertola and Alhambra Blvd. there are 4-5 street trees
30 that are dropping balls and leaves when it rains its very slippery and Public Works/Corp
they are into the power lines. They would like the trees cut back or The trees on Bertola are the responsibility of the proerty owner. We will send out a tree yard
down. trimming notice.
Brown Street is in poor condition. It is planned to be repaired within the next few years . .
31 . ) ) . ) ) - Engineering
Brown St need to be fixed or give money to residents to fix their cars. |depending on availabiltiy of funds.
Renter and received a parking ticket because they didn't have permit
32 for residential parking. Would like a courtesy warning when a ticket is [Ask for an administrative review of the citation by writing a letter explaining the issue. Police

issued.

Follow the directions on the back of the ticket.
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ITEM CONCERN ACTIONS TAKEN DEPARTMENT
The City provides a variety of recreational and educational activities for children ages 2
and older. We offer sports camp, day camps, playground programs, classes, gymnastics,
art and more. We operate a swimming pool and offers pool parties, programs and family
nights. The City maintains 16 sport fields which are used by youth groups Staff provides
33 special events 12 months of the year, either alone or with a partner, such as Main Street| City Mgr/Admin
Martinez. Additionally, the City makes available buildings and sports facilities for youth
programs: Boys and Girls Club, USA and NorCal Courts. Due to limited resources the City
is unable to partner in a teen disco. If a citizen is interested in operating a disco/club at
Resident would like some kind of recreation for teens to attend like a [the Veterans Hall, they should contact the VA Hall's scheduler. There was a similar
disco (under 21) , get rid of antique stores and put in more kid friendly |program run by Dorothy Buffington in the early 2000; she would have the knowledge of
venues. the challenges that face an operator of a non-alcohol teen facility.
34 Parking on Alhambra Blvd by senior housing, wants to have no parking Engineering
up the block so they can see out from Bertola to Alhambra. Issue will be review by the Traffic Safety Committee.
35 The Berrellesa crossing does not qualifty for quieting the horns. Embarcadero Street and Engineering
(1 of 5) Train noise what happened to the warning sound. other driveways are too close. There are similar hurdles at Ferry Street.
Road repair money cannot be spent on murals. The City will be investing over
36 $1,000,000 this year on street repair. All of our major arterials have been recently Engineering
(2 of 5) Road repair horrible conditions why aren't we spending more |rehabilitated and are in great shape. Our biggest challenge is repairing our neighborhood
on infrastructure and spending monies on murals. roads.
37 (3 of 5) Paring meter: how can we expect jurors to return to Main St Engineering
when the meter situation is so abysmal. Make Martinez shopper This has been a topic of discussion at a recent Council meeting. The decisions has been
friendly get rid of the parking meters all together. to keep the parking meters.
The $26 million dollars allocated by the Water Emergency Transportation Agency in
their 10 year Short Range Transit Plan(STRP) includes funding for an extensive EIR
38 evaluating on the impacts on the waterfront with implementing a ferry system. The City Mgr/Admin

(4 of 4) Ferry Terminal, now that it is a reality, how can we make sure
we don't spend it on more studies.

funds that are earmarked are not sufficient to build three ferry terminals in Antioch,
Martinez, and Hercules.
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ITEM CONCERN ACTIONS TAKEN DEPARTMENT
The City Council is required to plan for a certain number of affordable housing units in
the City of Martinez, as required by the State of California office of Housing and . .
39 i ) o City Mgr/Admin
Community Development(HCD). The Council follows the State guidelines for affordable
(5 of 5) Why is the Council so amenable to more Section 8 downtown. |housing which doesn’t mean it endorses Section 8 housing, but rather follows the
Build developments on Route 4. guidelines of its own Housing Element in the General Plan.
Owners are in the process to get approvals to relocate the building to another property Public Works/Code
40 (1 of 4) Webster Aiello House for nearly 8 years saying "moving or in Martinez. Much of the work has been done to prepare the new site. Hopefully the Enforcement
restored when it has been vacant and in increasing disrepair. move will take place this summer.
(2 of 4) 410 Alhambra Ave: appears to be a salvage business which is )
. . . o . . Public Works/Code
41 likely to be intended as a residence. Additionally the entire yard is
) . Enforcement
paved. In San Francisco, at least 20% of a yard must consist of some
surface with vegetation, is there a similar law in Martinez? A Code Enforcement investigation of this property will be taken for items in public view.
Federal regulations set the minimum number, length and volume of horn blows not the
42 maximum when approaching a crossing or station. Is it the train engineer's discretion on Engineering
(3 of 4) Train Noise: are there any regulations about the train noise if he feels he needs to blow the horns more that the minimum for safety reasons such as
associated with the Berrellesa crossing. people near the tracks or crossing the tracks illegally.
Burned out street lights can be reported to P.G.&E. (pge.com) or the City Corporation .
. . Public Works/Corp
43 Yard (372-3580) You need to provide the pole number and location. P.G.&E. has been ard
(4 of 4) The volume of street lights not working. notified on all lights the City doesn’t maintain. ¥
Almar is responsible for the management of the marina, they went into partnership with
Pacific Marina Development to form the Martinez Marina Limited Partners (MMLP). The
City did have a lease/development agreement which included improving, expanding and
44 upgrading the marina. This grander approach to expanding the marina and leasing it to City Mgr/Admin

(1 of 7) Almar do they need to put up 2/3 of the funding for necessary
repairs and improvements to the marina; what are the City's plans to
come up with its share of the $5M - S7M.

MMLP is no longer the direction the City is taking to improve and operate the marina.
This is because the City cannot secure the funds to provide its portion of the
improvements. The funds pledged by MMLP were contingent on the City making almost
8 million dollars of improvements.
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ITEM CONCERN ACTIONS TAKEN DEPARTMENT
(2 of 7) Downtown Jobs: What are the City's plans to bring non-retail
45 jobs to the downtown so that the downtown businesses will have The City Council, at its recent retreat, stated economic development as a top priority. City Mgr/Admin
customers. This will be an area of focus in the upcoming months.
(3 of 7)Downtown parking: what does the City think about Benicia, Parking meters has been a topic of recent Council Meetings. A report regarding meters
Pacheco, Pleasant Hill, and Concord all NOT having parking meters? Is |will be going to the Council within the next few months. Parking meters play an i .
46 . L . . . . . - . Engineering
the loss of downtown business worth the revenue that parking tickets [important role in providing available parking for shoppers within a reasonable walking
generate. distance
(4 of 7) Downtown parking capital funding: Will the parking citation
47 revenue stay within its enterprise fund in order to fund necessary The Council will be reviewing the revenues and expenditures of the Parking Enterprise Engineering
improvements and expansion downtown. Fund in the spring.
48 (5 of 7) Downtown traffic flow and parking changes on the 500 block Engineering
what is the feedback so far. The City has received very positive feedback from the restaurant owners and customer.
(6 of 7) Marketing downtown: are the any plans for the City as oppose
49 to Main Street or the Chamber, to become more active in marketing |The City has a partnership agreement with the Chamber and Main Street to actively City Mgr/Admin
the downtown. promote and market downtown.
The City has received and filed the Knapp and VerPlanck survey and is using some of the
50 date to assist with identifying the primary historic structures that are classified as City Mgr/Admin
(7 of 7) Historic Preservation: are there any plans to finally accept the |Unreinforced Masonry buildings (URM). The formation of the Economic Development
Knapp-Verplanck survey that Martinez citizens paid $50,000 for. Corporation (EDC) will help expedite the URM program.
51 (1 of 4) Trash on east Main Street (between Pine and Grandview), Pine and Grandview weeds are county responsibility, they have been notified, parks Public Works/Corp
trash on Marina Vista near tracks, overgrown weeds on east Main St. [crews will check other remaining areas. Yard
cy (2 of 4) No sign for downtown at Ferry St like the new beautiful entry |The new sign was installed as part of a grant funded improvement project to Marina Engineering
sign on Marina Vista. Vista.
Parking meters has been a topic of recent Council Meetings. A report regarding meters
(3 of 4) There a many empty parking spaces downtown on a regular  |will be going to the Council within the next few months. Parking meters play an . .
53 . - . . . . - . . _ . Engineering
basis, can there be some consolidation and turn some into public important role in providing available parking for shoppers within a reasonable walking
parking. distance.
(4 of 4) Old train station (lead paint, asbestos siding, broken windows; .
o . . . . . . . - Public Works/Code
54 there are several places downtown that have similar issues fix it up or [This spring the train depot will undergo exterior restorations. Staff needs specific

take it down.

addresses to follow up with code compliance.

Enforcement
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ITEM CONCERN ACTIONS TAKEN DEPARTMENT
cc Have lived in the Marina for over 12 years, it's depressing, weeds, dog [Public works has installed Dog bag station along with signage, garbage cans seem to be Public Works/Corp
poop. efficiently placed, weeds will be sprayed. yard
Community Garden at Lafayette St. She wants the City to help get this )
56 . . . , Public Works
going. There is currently a community garden by Hidden Valley School.
The City is working closely as part a larger group of AB939 Managers to evaluate the
pros and cons of adopting bans on plastic bags and Styrofoam. Recent attempts from
the State Legislature to mandate similar prohibitions may indicate widespread bans of ) .
57 . ) o City Mgr/Admin
these products are gaining traction. Additionally, components of the Clean Water
Program advocate for plastic bag bans as a means of protecting our waterways. West
County, spearheaded by Richmond, is working on the environmental analysis required
Resident would like the City to ban Plastic bags and Styrofoam for a plastic bag ban. Central County cities, including Martinez, are monitoring the
containers. progress of the West County effort as a potential model for a future bag ban here.
58 58 Unenforced parking ordinances. Hiring additional staff. PD
The parks department has anon going tree trimming maintenance program, however
59 most street trees are the responsibility of the property owner. The City upon receiving Public Works/Corp
tree related complaints will notify by letter the property owner of their maintenance yard
Lack of tree maintenance. responsibilities.
We will need to send out flyers in water bills to remind residents not to park on the .
60 , . , Public Works
Parking on street on street sweeping day street on sweeping days
Owners are in the process to get approvals to relocate the building to another property .
. . . Public Works/Code
61 in Martinez. Much of the work has been done to prepare the new site. Hopefully the
. , Enforcement
Boarded up house on corner of Buckley & Berrellesa. move will take place this summer.
62 Loud motorcycles on 300 block of Marina Vista NPA officer to monitor activity, especially in summer months. PD
When will C street be repaved; not just filling in potholes. Many
garbage trucks, delivery trucks and ambulances go up and down . .
63 Engineering
everyday, should the County bear some of the costs for street
maintenance. This summer!!
Permitted shed was partially burnt. The city has ordered that it be torn [Code Enforcement staff has spent numerous hours on this situation, in attempt to Public
ubli
64 down and removed. | would like to retrofit and reuse it instead of resolve the violations that reoccur at this property. The shed is not reusable without

ending up in the landfill.

Cmgr/Admin = Administrative Services, Alan Shear 372-3577
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major renovation.

Works/Building
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ITEM CONCERN ACTIONS TAKEN DEPARTMENT
65 (1 of 3) Residential parking is difficult on Marina Vista between Engineerin
Alhambra and Berrellesa, sometimes people from the train station Submit a formal request to the Engineering Department and it will be reviewed by the & &
park their cars for days. Is it possible to get resident parking. Traffic Safety Committee.
66 (2 of 3) People do not stop at the stop signs at the intersection of Police
Marina Vista Ave and Berrellesa Street, more so during evening hours. |Extra patrol all officers/assigned to NPA officer.
67 (3 of 3) Curious to know why the brick walkways were never public Works
completed at Marina Vista/Alhambra Park. the scope of the Marina Vista Street Scape Project did not include work within the Park
The trees at the park were reviewed by a Federal Forestry staff member approximately . .
68 Engineering

Maintenance on trees in Susana Park. Branches hanging over electrical
lines.

5 years ago. At his suggestions some branches and trees were removed at that time. It
is on our agenda to do another professional evaluation of the trees this summer.

PG&E regularly monitors trees and impacts to their power lines. | believe they are less
concerned with lower, “secondary” power lines. They contract with Davey Tree to
remove branches they deem hazardous. You may have noticed Davey Tree was recently
in the area.

| am aware of the large limb that dropped on Estudillo. From time to time large limbs
and even tree will fall without any hint of a problem. We will continue to do our best to
manage trees on City owned property.
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