
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 April 3, 2013 
 
 
TO: 

 
City Council 
 

FROM:  
 
PREPARED BY:   
 

Mayor Rob Schroder
 
Sandra Chapek, Deputy City Clerk Pro Tem 
 

SUBJECT: 
 
DATE: 

Support for SB 254 Used Mattress Recovery and Recycling Act 

March 28, 2013
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Consider Senate Bill 254 (Hancock) Used Mattress Recovery and Recycling Act and authorize 
the Mayor to sign a letter of support. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 
Existing law prohibits the dumping of solid waste, except at specific solid waste disposal sites as 
authorized by law.  In recent years, the problem of illegally dumped mattresses has become more 
serious.   
 
There is currently no statute addressing the problem of illegally dumped mattresses.  The 
accumulation of these used mattresses in public spaces, especially if left for long periods of time, 
can pose a serious public health problem.  Used mattresses can be a breeding ground for mold 
and pests. 
 
The costs of illegally dumped mattresses – both in risk to public health and the burden on 
financially strapped cities – require action by the legislature.  The Used Mattress Recovery and 
Recycling Act (SB254 Hancock) will require manufacturers of mattresses sold in this state to 
develop, finance and implement a convenient and cost effective program to collect and recycle 
used mattresses. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
No fiscal impact. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the letter of support for the Used Mattress Recovery and 
Recycling Act (SB 254) 
 
Attachment 
Letter of Support 

 

ETHOMAS
Typewritten Text
10



      ___________________________________________________________________________________________ _______ 
ROB SCHRODER, MAYOR 

 

______                          City of Martinez                                                       _____________________ _ 
                           525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, CA  94553-2394                           (925) 372-3505 
                                                                                                                                                                       FAX (925) 229-5012 
 
 
April 3, 2013 
 
 
 
The Honorable Jerry Hill 
Chair, Senate Committee on Environmental Quality 
State Capitol, Room 5064 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  SB 254 (Hancock) Used Mattress Recovery and Recycling Act - Support 
 
Dear Senator Hill: 
 
On behalf of the City of Martinez, I am writing to express our support for SB 254 by Senator Loni 
Hancock.  SB 254 would foster the creation of convenient, cost-free programs for consumers to recycle 
used mattresses. 
 
There currently is no state law providing for the recycling of used mattresses.  More and more 
communities throughout California have seen an increase of used mattresses on City streets and 
sidewalks.  The costs of abating these illegally dumped mattresses places considerable pressure of local 
finances.  The accumulation of used mattresses in public spaces also poses a serious health problem, as 
they can be a breeding ground for mold and pests. 
 
SB 254 would help solve this problem by requiring mattress manufacturers to seek CalRecycle approval 
of mattress recycling programs.  The plans would have to achieve the goal of ensuring that 75 percent of 
used mattresses in California are recycled by 2020.  This goal is achievable and has already been met for 
bottles, E-waste and other solid waste. 
 
The City of Martinez is, therefore, supportive of Senator Hancock’s efforts to increase the recycling of 
used mattresses in California. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
Rob Schroder 
Mayor 
 
c:  Members of and Consultants to the Senate Committee on Environmental Quality, Senate President 
Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg 
Senator Loni Hancock 




