
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 April 3, 2013 
 
 
TO: 

 
City Council 
 

FROM:  
 
PREPARED BY:   
 

Mayor Rob Schroder
 
Sandra Chapek, Deputy City Clerk Pro Tem 
 

SUBJECT: 
 
DATE: 

Support for SB 135 (Padilla) Earthquake Early Warning System 

March 28, 2013
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Consider a resolution supporting Senate Bill 135 (Padilla) Earthquake Early Warning System. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 
California has historically experienced a number of significant earthquakes.  It is fairly well 
accepted that a major earthquake in California is not a matter of if, but when.  The California 
Institute of Technology and the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology 
recently published a study, which indicated that a state-wide earthquake involving both Los 
Angeles and San Francisco metropolitan areas may be possible. 
 
We may not be able to prevent an earthquake, but we can do more to be prepared.  Earthquake 
early warning systems are in place or in process in a number of earthquake prone nations, 
including Japan, Taiwan, Turkey, Italy, China and Romania.  In California, the California 
Institute of Technology, U.C. Berkeley, U.S. Geological Survey, California Geological Survey 
and others operate a demonstration earthquake early warning system called the California 
Integrated Seismic Network. 
 
SB 135 calls for a fully developed statewide system that would detect seismic activity, determine 
the progression and alert people in advance of an approaching earthquake.  This would save lives 
and mitigate damage.  It would provide seconds to exit a building or help others.  It could allow 
time to stop trains, power down critical infrastructure and turn off industrial machinery.  Such a 
system would allow for public alerts and speed the response of emergency personnel.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
No fiscal impact. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion adopting a resolution supporting SB 135 (Padilla) Earthquake Early Warning System 
 
Attachment:  Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. -13 
 

SUPPORTING SB 135 (PADILLA) CREATING AN EARTHQUAKE  
EARLY WARNING SYSTEM IN CALIFORNIA 

 
 
WHEREAS, according to the United States Geological Survey, 
California is one of the most seismically active states, second 
only to Alaska; and 
 
WHEREAS, California has experienced dozens of disastrous 
earthquakes that have caused fatalities, serious injuries and 
significant economic loss; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Uniform California Earthquake Rupture Forecast 
(USERF) released in 2008 predicted a 99.7% likelihood of a 
magnitude 6.7 or larger earthquake in California within 30 
years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a 2013 study published by the California Institute of 
Technology and the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and 
Technology concluded that a statewide earthquake, involving both 
Los Angeles and San Francisco metropolitan areas, may be 
possible; and 
 
WHEREAS, various earthquake prone nations either have or are 
working on earthquake early warning systems; and 
 
WHEREAS, California Emergency Management Agency, Caltech, 
California Geological Survey, UC Berkeley, US Geological Survey, 
and others have been conducting earthquake early warning 
research and development in California and operate the 
California Integrated Seismic Network, which has a demonstration 
earthquake early warning capability; and 
 
WHEREAS, a fully developed earthquake early warning system would 
detect the strength and progression of earthquakes and alert the 
public up to 60 seconds before potentially damaging ground 
shaking, which would provide greater public safety, assist 
emergency response and mitigate loss. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Martinez that the City supports Senate Bill 135 (Padilla) 
that would create an earthquake early warning system in 
California. 
 
 

* * * * * * 
 



I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 
of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 3rd 
day of April, 2013, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
  
 
 
 
 
       RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK 
       CITY OF MARTINEZ 
 




