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CITY OF MARTINEZ PARKS, RECREATION, MARINA & CULTURAL 

COMMISSION 
          
DATE:  July 16, 2013 
 
TO:  Parks, Recreation, Marina & Cultural Commission (PRMCC) 
 
FROM:  Tim Tucker, City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Dog Park Update 
 
ACTION 
 
Accept report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Dog Park Subcommittee met Monday, July 8th.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
review letter from Contra Costa County resident Greg Staffelbach. Mr. Staffelbach 
believes the Alhambra Avenue detention basin and Golden Hills Park (small dog park) are 
poor choices for dog park locations.  He proposed several other locations.  The 
subcommittee took the time to visit the majority of the sites.   
 
As you may recall the Subcommittee initially looked at all park and open space locations 
then expanded the search to all City owned property.  We did not look at vacant parcel of 
private land.  The subcommittee then visited several dog parks to evaluate the required 
area and improvements.  We talked to dog park users and maintenance staff.  With this 
information the Subcommittee narrow down the opportunities to those sites with adequate 
area, access to water, available or potential parking, shade and with the least impact to 
neighbors. 
 
The only area identified by Mr. Staffelbach that had some support from the Subcommittee 
was near the softball fields at Waterfront Park.  However, with the loss of the picnic area 
near the skate park there is some thought that it may be more important to use this area as 
rentable picnic space.  The Subcommittee recommends this are be further evaluated with 
the upcoming design of Waterfront Park. 
 
The Subcommittee reviewed their original recommendation and agreed to move forward.  
Our next step is to hold neighborhood workshops at the preliminary sites to get their input.  
The City has already received letters objecting to the Golden Hills site (Attached).   
 
 
 
 

 







Dog Park Report Attachment 

 

Stauffelbach recommendation response: 

1.  Waterfront Park west of softball – Will evaluate as part of current park renovation 
project. 

2. Center Avenue across from Kaiser – Private Property 
3. Vine Hill Park (Mt. View Park)- Previously reviewed, near homes and would 

significantly reduce available grass area. 
4. Hidden Valley Park – Previously reviewed, park under renovation, was not an element in 

the vision of the park improvements 
5. Nancy Boyd – Recently renovated rear portion which is used for girls softball and soccer 

use.  Front part of park designated for picnic areas. 
6. Hidden Lakes Park – Previously reviewed.  Available open space areas too remote.  

Conflict with picnickers and other park users at front section. 
7. Hidden Valley Open Space end of Glacier – Near residential area, little available city 

parking areas. 
8. Morello Park – Previously reviewed.  Front section adjacent to residential.  Rear section 

used by school and baseball. 
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