
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 September 4, 2013 
 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 

 

FROM:    
 

Tim Tucker, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: 

 

DATE: 

Ordinance Amending Parking Meter Fee Limits – Public Hearing 

 

August 28, 2013 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. Conduct a public hearing to introduce an ordinance amending Title 10, Vehicles and 

Traffic, Chapter 10.36.060, of the Municipal Code Relating to Parking Meter Fees. 
 

B. By motion provide direction to staff on parking meter rates. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The City Council has discussed raising parking meter rates over the last year.  The objective of 
the Council was to review the issue following the installation of credit card enabled meters.  The 
Council authorized the purchase of approximately 160 devices.  These devices have now been 
installed in areas around the Courts.   
 
It was the intent of staff to amend our municipal code to set a maximum rate of $1 per hour.  In 
reviewing the 1999 ordinance (Title 10, Vehicles and Traffic, Chapter 10.36.060) the City 
Attorney recommends additional changes and clarifications.  The changes are as follows: 
 
10.36.060 - Fees.  

Parking meter fees within the established parking meter 
zones (Section 10.36.020) shall be no greater than $.50 
$1.00 per hour for all meters. All meters, with the 
exception of loading/unloading zones, shall have a minimum 
time limit of 2 hours, and maximum time limit of 10 hours. 
Meters for loading/unloading zones shall have a maximum time 
limit of 30 minutes. The exact meter rates and durations 
shall be set by resolution ordinance.  

 
The City Attorney indicated that the ordinance could be interpreted has requiring motorist to pay 
for a minimum of two hours. In addition the City Attorney recommends that rates be set by 
ordinance. 
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Rate Discussion 
 
Should the Council approve the proposed ordinance amendments staff will draft an ordinance 
setting the parking in rates in the various metered zones.  The Martinez Downtown parking 
strategy uses three metered parking zones.  Metered parking is limited to Monday through Friday 
from 9am to 6pm excluding holidays.    
 
Parking meters on Main Street and the adjacent side streets are limited to 2-hour duration.  The 
goal of the two hour zones is to create convenient parking for drivers wishing to shop and /or eat 
downtown. 
 
Downtown Martinez is home to many businesses other than retail stores.  To assist these 
businesses, the City provides longer term 4-hour meter parking for their customers along Escobar 
Street and Ward Street and their adjacent side streets. 
 
The City has also set aside over 300 parking spaces along the fringes of the downtown for long 
term 10-hour parking.  The goal is that business owners and their employees will park in these 
areas.  As mentioned above the City has installed approximately 160 credit card enabled meters 
primarily in the 10 hour zones. 
 
Martinez parking meter rates are set at $.50 per hour and are much less than surrounding 
communities.  Staff has recommended a phased approach to raising parking meter rates.  Staff 
recommends the following: 
 
Zone  Current  Jan. 1, 2014  Jan. 1, 2015   
2-hr  $0.50/hr  $0.75/hr  $1.00/hr 
4-hr  $0.50/hr  $0.75/hr  $1.00/hr 
10-hr  $0.50/hr  $0.50/hr  $0.50/hr 
 
As an incentive to business owners, merchants and full time employees staff recommends stetting 
the three month parking pass rate at $160.  These passes are valid in our parking lots and 10-hour 
meter zones.  The pass rate was calculated as follows: 
 
Parking passes $160 = (3 mos x 20days/mo. x 8hr/day x $.50) - 33% discount 
 
The existing parking pass cost of $109 was based on the old 10 hour rate of $.25/hr 
  $109 = (3mos x 20days x 8hr/day x $.25)  
 
Should the Council give a nod of approval staff will draft an ordinance and publish the required 
notice for a Public Hearing in October. 
 
The purpose for raising rates in the 2 and 4-Hour zones are: 
 

1.  To create a parking district that encourages use of long term parking on the fringes of the 
downtown. 

2. To discourage cruising for vacant spaces.  A tiered parking rate goal is to develop a small 
supply of parking spaces in high demand areas (e.g. Main, Escobar and Ward Streets)  

3. Develop a revenue source for short and long term parking solutions in the downtown. 
4. Establish competitive rates that do not discourage shoppers from visiting the downtown.  

 



FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
None.  The proposed ordinance amendment does not change parking meter rates or revenues. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion to introduce an ordinance amending Title 10, Vehicles and Traffic, Chapter 10.36.060, of 
the Municipal Code Relating to Parking Meter Fees; and provide direction to staff on parking 
meter rates. 
 

 
Attachment:   
Proposed Ordinance 
Parking District Map 

 
 

 
APPROVED BY:  

   City Manager 
 
 



ORDINANCE NO.  C.S. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARTINEZ AMENDING 
TITLE 10, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, CHAPTER 10.36.060, OF THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO PARKING METER FEES 

  
The City Council of the City of Martinez does ordain as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 1. 
 
Chapter 10.36.060 of Title 10 of the City of Martinez Municipal 
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
10.36.060 - Fees.  

Parking meter fees within the established parking meter 
zones (Section 10.36.020) shall be no greater than $.50 
$1.00 per hour for all meters. All meters, with the 
exception of loading/unloading zones, shall have a minimum 
time limit of 2 hours, and maximum time limit of 10 hours. 
Meters for loading/unloading zones shall have a maximum time 
limit of 30 minutes. The exact meter rates and durations 
shall be set by resolution ordinance.  

 
 
SECTION 2.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any reason 
held invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect 
the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 
The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this 
and each section, subsection, phrase or clause thereof 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, phrase or clauses be declared unconstitutional on 
their face or as applied. 
 
 
SECTION 3.  Effective date.  This ordinance shall become 
effective 30 days after the date of adoption. 
 
 
SECTION 4.  Posting.  At least five (5) days prior to its final 
adoption, a certified copy of the full text of this ordinance 
shall be posted in the office of the City Clerk.  
 
Within 15 days after adoption the City Clerk shall publish a 
summary of this ordinance with the names of those City Council 
members voting for and against the ordinance in a newspaper of 
general circulation published and circulated in the City of 
Martinez.  
 



 
The City Clerk shall post in the office of the City Clerk a 
certified copy of the full text of the adopted ordinance.    
 
        
   
 APPROVED:_________________________ 
        Rob Schroder, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:__________________________ 
 Deputy City Clerk 
 

 
* * * * * * 

 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was duly and 
regularly introduced at a Regular Meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Martinez, held on the 4th day of September 2013, and 
duly passed and adopted at a Regular Meeting of said City Council 
held on the    day of               2013, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:    
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:  
 
 
 
      RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK 
      CITY OF MARTINEZ 






